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France

COUNTRY REPORT NO.,
SUBJECT Subsidy for Bidault from Jensational Women's Press RESPONSIVE T0
. 25X1A
PLACE ACQUIRED
(BY SOURCE) 25X1A
DATE ACQUIRED
{BY SOQURCE) T
DATE DISTR. an
DATE (oF INFoQ. PISTR. 3= Jan 5L
NO. OF PAGES 1
OF THE UNITED STATES., WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE |,. SECTIONS 79"
AND 784. OF THE U.S, CODE, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR REVE. NO. OF ENCLS,
LATION OF ITS CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS : o
i rmiminiiin SUPP. -TO

THIS 1S UNEVALUATED 'INFohMAinN“ , o REPORT NO,

A vigorous effort is being made to destroy Georges Bidaulif's standing in the eyes
of strict thinkers and Catholles, He %z being much reproached for having accepted
ald from Cino del Luca, a magnate of the heart throbopress. Ouca offered to help
out with the MRP newspaper in the Loire, which ti, Bidault controls. Just at the
right moment, Duca came across with 25.miflliqn francs, Bidault, in gratitude,
gave him the Leglon of Honor. '

The "preosse de coeur" nas a clvoulation of about 5 million in France or roughly o
quarter of the French press, Duem controls 3.millson of this. MHe it a Jew,

described as "stateless"., fmong his perlodicals are "Boldro", "Wous Deux", "intimivdY,
"Festival", "Madrigal", "Astrologle®, and "l¥iIntreplde" (tne last a paper for
ehildren.} ‘“hils press 1s muoh combatted by French prelates, who regard 1t as ln-
decent and, at best, tending to coarsen 1ts feminlne readers.

"Bidaultls political principles make him the ‘defender of peliglous litevature. It

3,

: is incongruous for him, on the zly, to take "tainted moncy" from a mere “paper
merchant” of this sort.

4. 4 main reason for this anti-Bldault campalgn was to undermine the effort which he wos
expected to make sooner or later {if not now, then in a subsequent electlon) to beéw
come Presldent of the Republic.
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